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Today isthe most auspicious day for
me to have the great honor to attend
the inauguration of the Cambodia
Agricultural Research and Develop-
ment Ingtitute (CARDI), located in
Proteah Lang Commune, Dangkor
Digtrict, Phnom Penh. On behalf of
the Royal Government of Cambodia
(RGC) and mysalf, | am pleased to
have CARDI established in re-
sponse to the need for national de-
velopment and poverty aleviation.

| would like to commend the Minis-
try of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (MAFF) for establishing
CARDI for today's inaugural cere-
mony and official launch to alow
agricultural technicians to conduct
research and experiments with the
ultimate goa of developing Cambo-
dids agricultural sector. | also
would like to thank the Australian

Government, through the Australian
Agency for International Develop-
ment (AusAlD), the International
Rice Research Ingtitute (IRRI), the
Cambodia IRRI-Australia Project
(CIAP), international organizations
and NGOs for providing budgetary
support and technical expertise to
put in place this institute.

Minister Chea Song has briefed the
meeting on the success of the CIAP
project, the objectives of establish-
ing CARDI and what have been
successfully overcome to get this
important achievement. | believe
that this is a highly laudable attain-
ment in implementing, with due re-
sponsibility, the government policy
of ensuring food security, poverty
reduction and natural resource and

(Continued on page 2)

It is a great honor for me to be here
with you, Excellencies, Ladies and
Gentlemen, representing the donor
countries and ingtitutions and all
players at this august meeting to
launch a consultative process on
mine-related issues in the Kingdom
of Cambodia This is for the first
time that my colleagues in charge of
mine clearance and | have had the
opportunity to meet you al to dis-
cuss key issues and look for waysto
go together in the future. This is to
enhance our partnership in this im-
portant mine clearance area There-
fore, | believe that today's meeting
will provide us with a rare opportu-
nity to make common assessment of
the performance and strenuous ef-
forts undertaken by the Roya Gov-
ernment of Cambodia. At the same
time, | am confident that we will be
able to draw on the experiences and
good lessons from our common ef-
forts, highlighting the strengths and
weaknesses, the dexterity and diffi-
culty of mine clearing operations in
Cambodia. Against this background,
we will be able to propose new
measures to expedite mine clearance
with stronger determination and a
greater pace.

As you are well aware, the mine
clearance activities are considered
(Continued on page 3)
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environmental protection.

The government's long-term objec-
tives are to develop the country to
the level of advanced countries in
the region and ensure that the Cam-
bodian people can enjoy a decent
living standard and live in dignity,
progress, prosperity and happiness.
This can be achieved through high
economic growth of 6 to 7 percent
per year, equitable distribution of
the fruits of this economic growth
and sustainable utilization of Cam-
bodia's natural resources. To this
end, the RGC has put forth the na-
tional agenda and endeavored to ef-
fectively implement its triangle
strategy, the reforms of four sectors
and six priorities of national devel-
opment. The Interim Poverty Reduc-
tion Strategy Paper (IPRSP) has re-
cently been approved, while the
Second Five-Year Plan is being pre-
pared by the RGC. These are impor-
tant government documents, which
provide guidelines and directions for
development and poverty reduction
in Cambodia. Having displayed a
strong commitment to poverty ale-
viation, the RGC considers that in-
creasing agricultural  productivity
and production as a top priority, as
85 percent of the Cambodian popu-
lation live in rural areas and their
livelihoods depend mainly on agri-
culture. Therefore, the strategy for
poverty reduction should focus
mainly on integrated development
programs, especially geared toward
improving agricultural productivity.
This is can be achieved through im-
proved research on rice, subsidiary
and industrid crops, infrastructure
development, rigorous implementa-
tion of water policy, studies on the
status land tenure and the possibility
of distributing the available land to
the rural people, bearing in mind the
need for ensuring a proper land use
and environmental protection. To
achieve the above objectives,
CARDI isrequired to play a crucia
role to contribute to improve pro-
ductivity through research, exten-
son and transfer of seeds, tech-

niques and agricultural technology
to farmers.

CARDI is Cambodids first adminis-
trative public enterprise with its own
legal status and financial autonomy,
since so far there is no rice research
and development institute. Only ex-
perimentation stations, agricultural
development centers and farms have
been established in a number of
provinces and municipalities and
often with obsolete technical and
scientific facilities. After 1979, once
again attention was given to agricul-
tural research and experimentation.
A number of research and experi-
mentation stations were put in place
and operated under the aegis of the
MAFF. However, their performance
did not live up to expectations, due
to the lack of funds, expertise and
agricultural facilities. CARDI ob-
jectives are to ensure sustainable
agricultural development in Cambo-
dia in order to ensure food security
for meeting domestic needs and for
generating surpluses for exports,
through crop diversification, in par-
ticular the improvement in quality
standards of agricultura products to
meet the requirements of interna-
tional markets.

| am confident that CARDI will be
instrumental in raising public
awareness on the benefits of re-
search. More importantly the insti-
tute will play a crucia role in link-
ing up researchers, extension work-
ers and farmers, an important factor
in agricultural modernization in
Cambodia. Agricultural experts and
extension specidists trained by
CARDI will be obliged to transfer
the acquired agricultural technology,
knowledge and know-how to farm-
ers in rura areas with the view to
improving agricultural productivity
and product qudity. Moreover,
CARDI should aso have an impor-
tant role to play in networking with
regional and international research
ingtitutes and centers to strengthen
the cooperation in research and ex-
change of experiences, outcomes
and technical information of scien-

tific value.

In the areas mentioned earlier,
CARDI, which has taken over the
Australia-funded CIAP, has consid-
erable potentiad to tremendousy
benefit Cambodia and Cambodian
farmers. Taking into consideration
this factor, the RGC considers that
maintaining continuity and
sustainability of CARDI's efforts is
a priority, deserving specia atten-
tion and encouragement. This is re-
flected in government's full support
for CARDI since its inception in
terms of mord and financial assis-
tance to the extent that the budget-
ary resources permit. In addition,
the RGC will assist CARDI in seek-
ing donor's support to ensure its
smooth operations.

As | have stated earlier, research is
a good undertaking. However, spe-
cia attention should also be given to
the dissemination of the research
results and outcomes among farmers
to accommodate to their needs.
Therefore, close cooperation be-
tween gpecidists and extension
workers is crucia in the dissemina-
tion and transfer of technology and
research outcomes to the farmers. |
mean the MAFF should always im-
plement as efficiently as possible the
research policies and carry out the
dissemination of techniques and the
transfer of technology, comprehen-
sve knowledge and know-how,
geared toward improvement in pro-
ductivity, in response to farmers
needs and the requirement for the
modernization of Cambodias agri-
cultural sector. Moreover, | would
like to urge the MAFF, as CARDI's
technical supervisory agency, to en-
hance and rigorously implement the
Agriculturd Development Plan by
strengthening institutional capacity,
training the managers and officers
and providing equipment and exper-
tise. At the same time, | would like
to urge the Ministry of Economy
and Finance (MEF) to give more
atention to improve budget dis

(Continued on page 4)
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by the RGC as our top priority in
the rehabilitation and development
of the country, in particular in light
of achieving poverty reduction in
Cambodia. Mine clearance is not
merely a matter of socia security,
but it also relevant to economic is-
sues and development in generd,
especially in terms of providing land
and safety of livelihoods of poor
farming households in remote out-
back areas. Recognizing the impor-
tance of this agenda, Cambodia has
wholeheartedly become a signatory
to the Convention on the Prohibition
of the Use, Storage and Transfer of
Anti-Personnel Landmines and the
Destruction of All Kinds of Land-
mines on 3 December 1997 in Ot-
tawa. Our past actions reflected
clearly the government's determina-
tion in implementing this conven-
tion. Indeed, Cambodia's most im-
portant achievements in this sector
are inextricably linked to the gener-
ous and invauable assistance pro-
vided by all our development part-
ners. Taking this opportunity, |
would like to express to al our do-
nors and partners our sincere grati-
tude for assisting with mine clear-
ance activities in Cambodia, notably
our thanks are extended to Austra-
lia, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
European Union, Finland, Federa
Republic of Germany, the Nether-
lands, the Republic of Korea, New
Zedand, Norway, Sweden, the
United Kingdom, the United States,
UNDP, UNICEF, UNHCR and a
number of international non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs).

Thanks to this common, determined
efforts, the nationa and interna-
tional mine clearance operators in
the Kingdom of Cambodia have ex-

panded and taken deep roots.
CMAC's gtructure has been modi-
fied and considerably improved dur-
ing the last seven years. The RGC is
determined to do its utmost to
strengthen CMAC to enable it to
carry out the responsibility of a na-
tional mine clearance body and pro-
vide a mechanism to implement effi-
ciently Cambodias responsibility
under the Ottawa Convention. This
aso includes the amendment to the
CMAC by-law in order to enhance
the ownership of the national mine
clearance authority and to improve
its ability to successfully implement
government policies and priority
objectives.

Unfortunately, CMAC has gone
through a serious typhoon for more
than one year. In the spirit of taking
ownership of this nationa priority,
the RGC has done its part of the
shared responsibility to rescue
CMAC and strengthen this institu-
tion, including strengthening the
Board of Directors, the management
and organizationa structures and
providing counterpart funds for run-
ning mine clearance activities. The
RGC is conscious that improving
CMAC performance, including fi-
nancial management and technical
operations, is key to instill donors
confidence, and consequently to
seek their continued support. At the
same time, with the newly estab-
lished "Cambodia Authority for
Mine Action Management and As-
sistance to Mine Victims', the RGC
has displayed its genuine determina-
tion in strengthening the structure of
this regulatory body. This is to en-
sure the continued coordination and
cooperation among all operators and
the control of mine clearance activi-
ties in general. Therefore, the man-
agement of mine clearance activities

in Cambodia is clearly separated.
The "Cambodia Authority for Mine
Action Management and Assistance
to Mine Victims' is both a regulator
and government's focal point for de-
signing policies, plans and programs
and establishing a necessary lega
framework governing mine related
issues, while CMAC will a state-
owned enterprise responsible for
mine clearance.

Notwithstanding, Cambodia will not
be able to shoulder this heavy bur-
den on its own. CMAC was forced
to downsize its operating staff by
approximately 2,000 people, due to
budget congraints. In my capacity
as a caretaker, | regret very much
that this has happened. We however
don't have any other choice. In fact,
we arein adire need for any kind of
both financial and technical assis-
tance to fulfil this daunting task. It is
at this cruciad juncture, that the
RGC want to see a rea spirit of
partnership with al its close friends.
Strengthening  partnership at this
moment is key to resolving mine
clearance issues in Cambodia. Clos-
ing CMAC's door at this moment
will be a great tragedy, which we
should not alow to happen. Cambo-
dia is not a producer of landmines.
On the contrary, our people have
fell prey to the flame of hot wars,
fueled by the cold war from outside,
which had broken out and protracted
for many decades. Cambodia could
not afford to buy weapons, ammuni-
tions and landmines to wage the
wars without external assistance. At
this time, we also need assistance
from our external partners for mili-
tary demobilization, disarmament,
mine clearance and assistance to all
innocent victims of wars and land-
mines. Cambodia should be encour-

(Continued on page 6)
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Keynote Address by Samdech Hun Sen
To the Opening Ceremony of the International Conference
on “Development and Governance in

the Greater Mekong Sub-region™
(Phnom Penh, November 1, 2000)

It is agreat honor for me to address
the opening ceremony of the Second
International Conference on the
Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS).
Once again, | would like to com-
mend the Cambodian Institute for
Cooperation and Peace (CICP) and
the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung for
jointly organizing this important in-
ternational conference. | wish to
take the opportunity provided by this
conference to share with you some
ideas, which fit in the vision for a
shared future in the GMS. Y ou may
have been familiar with the issues
that | am about to raise. | believe
that this is very important, thus de-
serves reiterated deliberations.

Cambodia gives considerable im-
portance to the development and co-
operation within the GMS frame-
work. In the sense of development
and governance, the importance of
cooperation within the GMS frame-
work has been attributable to the
following main factors:

First, the GMS countries are en-
dowed with valuable natura re-
sources and energetic, skilled and
dedicated human capital. The Me-
kong River provides great potentials
for power and sources of priceless
natural resources. The GMS has
great potentials for agriculture, for-
estry and fisheries, and is renowned
for its historica monuments, forests,
mountains and lakes with beautiful
scenery, the most important attrac-
tions to international tourists.
Moreover, this huge region, with
approximately 2.3 million sgquare
kilometers and population of some
240 million inhabitants, represents a
huge market. In this sense, the GMS
comprises countries with comple-

mentary endowments in terms of
natural resources, human capital and
historical sites. Should they have
adequate capital and make wise in-
vestment, this subregion could gen-
erate rapid, sustainable economic
growth.

Second, the GMS, comprised of
five ASEAN members—Cambodia,
the Lao People's Democratic Repub-
lic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet-
nam—, and the Y unnan Province of
the People's Republic of China
(PRC), is aregion with great poten-
tials for economic growth and devel-
opment. In this sense, the GMSisan
important "economic gateway",
linking Southeast Asia to Ching, a
political and economic superpower
in East Asia

Third, GMS countries are mainly
new ASEAN members with lower
level of economic development,
compared to more developed old
members. This represents a hig
challenge for ASEAN as a regiona
grouping, i.e. the economic dispari-
ties between old and new members,
which are the main cause and the
impediments to regiona economic
integration. Therefore, concerted
efforts in promoting the develop-
ment in the GMS are the only effec-
tive resolution in addressing the
problem of economic gaps within
ASEAN and capacity building for
new members. It will pave the way
for economic integration in the re-
gion.

Given the potentia and importance
of such endeavors, we are quite op-
timistic about the bright future of

(Continued on page 5)

(Continued from page 2)
bursement for agricultural develop-
ment, one of the four priority sectors
(apart from Hedth, Education and
Rural Development) eligible for in-
creased budgetary appropriations.

Taking this opportunity, | would like
to apped to the donor community
and Cambodias development part-
ners to provide continued support
for us in srengthening Cambodia
research capacity and developing
the agricultural sector, which is the
backbone of the government's eco-
nomic development policy and pov-
erty reduction strategy. | would like
to express once again our gratitude
to al donors, internationa organiza-
tions and NGOs for assisting Cam-
bodia in research and development
of the agricultural sector. Having
funded Cambodia-IRRI-Australia
Project, AusAlID isthe largest donor
to Cambodia in agricultural re-
search. | would like to urge Austra-
liato continue to play aleading role
in this area. | also would like to ap-
pedl to the governments of other do-
nors, relevant international organi-
zations and NGOs to double their
efforts in ensuring sustainable op-
erations of CARDI...m
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this subregion. In my closing ad-
dress to the first international con-
ference on the GMS last year, |
highlighted the following three main
features, which will lead to the de-
velopment of the GMS in the 21st
century of this new millennium:

» The firg feature is the transfor-
mation of a region, stricken by
internal conflicts and instability,
to an oasis of peace, security,
stability and cooperation.

» The second feature is to trans-
form a under-developed region
into a comprehensive and sus-
tainable development center.

» Third feature isthat the GMSin
the 21% century would be char-
acterized by the transition from
aregion stricken by poverty to a
center of prosperity.

There is a wedth of evidences,
which attests to the fact that we
have achieved much progress in this
endeavor. If we look beyond the
GMS, we can see that the vision of
a united Southeast Asia has become
areality with the accomplishment of
the ASEAN-10 before the beginning
of the new millenium. Moreover, the
concept of cooperation in the GMS
is another important mechanism en-
gaging China as a direct partner in
the cooperation with other smal,
riparian countries. To this end, as |
have mentioned earlier, the GMS is
a strategic gateway for Southeast
Asia to China. Many initiatives
have been launched with a view to
developing this subregion under the
umbrella of numerous organizations
and indtitutions, including the Me-
kong River Commisson (MRC),
which was initiated with the assis-
tance of the UN, the ASEAN-
Mekong Basin Development Coop-
eration, proposed by the ASEAN
leaders and the Grester Mekong

Subregion, launched by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to pro-
mote cooperation in the Subregion,
which comprises six riparian coun-
tries: five ASEAN states and the
Yunnan Province of the People's
Republic of China. Consultations
between and among countries con-
cerned with the GMS cooperation
project have resulted in the devel op-
ment of more than 100 projects in
seven important sectors, such as
transport, power, telecommunica-
tions, tourism, environment, human
resource development, trade and in-
vestment. Furthermore, many more
projects were proposed by major
donors and countriesin the region.

Facing this situation, | believe that
the main challenge to be addressed
in the immediate future is how to
coordinate between and among vari-
ous GM S cooperation initiatives and
projects. We have invested consid-
erable capital and resources in con-
ducting studies and designing proj-
ects. Therefore, most importantly is
to ensure that al proposed coopera-
tion projects and initiatives are com-
plementary, rather than contradic-
tory or competitive. The crucia fac-
tor in this is to ensure effective co-
ordination among cooperating coun-
tries with a view to maximizing the
complementarities and ensuring the
ownership of various projects and
initiatives, rather than leave these
projects and initiatives to the discre-
tion of donors.

In this spirit, | have proposed the
establishment of a joint working
group consisting of members from
ASEAN countries, China, Japan,
ADB, the Economic and Socia
Commission for Asiaand the Pecific
(ESCAP) and other donors to evalu-
ate all initiatives, studies and proj-
ects and draw up a comprehensive
master plan to set the direction for
cooperation and development in the
GMS over 20 to 25 years. Indeed,

we need a redigtic development
plan, which focuses on concrete pro-
jects, well-determined priorities,
resource mobilization measures and
investment programs.

To this end, attention should be
given to ingtitutional capacity build-
ing at both national and subregional
level to strengthen coordination. |
wish to appeal to al donors to sup-
port and cooperate with us in this
meatter. We should properly priori-
tize the GM S development projects,
ensure a division of labor and mobi-
lize our energy, resources and ex-
pertise to implement those agreed
upon priority projects.

Indeed, these development projects
cover many sectors and sub-sectors
and require large-scaled investment
to the extent that outstrips the ca-
pacity of the countries in the region.
Given these colossal needs, the ma-
jor chalenge to promote develop-
ment of the GMS countries is to
identify investment sources. This
chalenge can be met through the
strengthening of partnerships among
and between regiona countries and
donors, especialy the internationa
and regional financial ingitutions.
In my view, first of all, the govern-
ments participating in this coopera-
tion should establish a national list
of priority projects, which are drawn
from the framework of subregiona
development projects. Indeed, close
coordination among parties con-
cerned is required, at both policy-
making and technical levels.

Having looked at the proposed proj-
ects, | give full support for the ini-
tiative of establishing the West-East
Corridor (WEC) in the GMS. This
is a redlistic concept, which aims at
developing a network of physica
infrastructure linking regiona coun-
tries and turn them into agricultural,
industrial, trade and investment de-

(Continued on page 6)
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velopment zones. The ADB has pro-
vided some funding for the regional
road network in this subregion. The
next step to materialize this concept
is to mohilize energy and resources
to invest in other forms of infra-
structure, such as telecommunica-
tions, water supply and electricity,
as well as other ancillary facilities
and socia and legal infrastructurein
order to boost economic activitiesin
the areas along this road network.
We should aso conduct a feasibility
study on establishing Special Eco-
nomic Promotion Zones a the main
border checkpoints.

All these endeavors will create a
favorable environment for private
sector development, which should
be an engine of economic growth in
the region. The private sector's fi-
nancial resources, expertise, man-
agement skill and modern technol-
ogy condtitute necessary ingredients
to create and accelerate the dyna-
mism for growth and development in
the region and in each country.
Therefore, the top priority for al
governments in the region is to en-
gage the participation of the private
sector into thisimportant endeavor.

Allow me to draw your attention to
the immediate priority in ensuring
cooperation within the GMS frame-
work. | think that the GM S coopera-
tion should start with the Mekong
River itself. The peoples of dl ripar-
ian countries make their living from
the same source, the Mekong River.
The histories and livelihoods of the
people in this region are more or
lesslinked to the Mekong River. We
al drink water from the same
source. Anything that happens to the
Mekong River will pertain to al our
countries. Even at present al our
countries and people have suffered
from the floods in the Mekong River
basin. Therefore, the management of
water and other natural resources of
the Mekong River, including fisher-

ies, are of highest priority for all
countries and people in this GMS.
At present the Mekong River is
faced with an impending danger,
which is especidly reflected in the
developments in Cambodia. The
pressing issues are siltation of the
Mekong River, landdide problems
along the riverbank and the change
in water current. This Situation has
resulted in the loss of fisheries re-
sources, increased impediments to
river transportation, resettlement of
the population, the loss of land for
the people living on the riverbank
and irregular floods. These issues
need our urgent atention and re-
quire us to put in place immediately
aplan to ensure the sustainability of
our Mekong River. Another chal-
lenge requiring preventive actions is
to avoid the squandered and unwise
utilization of the Mekong River for
economic and strategic purposes.
This can effect the livelihoods of the
people and socio-economic stability
of al countriesin the GMS.

Nevertheless, | am optimistic that
al countries in the GMS are qudli-
fied for redizing the ambition of
turning this subregion from aregion,
stricken by interna conflicts and
poverty, to an oasis of cooperation
and prosperity. It is true that the re-
cent economic and financial turmoil,
as well as the current severe floods,
have threatened the sustainability of
economic growth and development
in the region. However, the crisis
and the natural disasters are not in
the position to break the will of the
governments and people in the
GMS. In fact, al the economies of
the GMS and ASEAN are well on
track of recovery, which is an indi-
cation of resilience of these econo-
mies. At the same time, we should
recognize that realizing these ambi-
tious visions requires strong will,
collaboration and cooperation in
development, enhanced partnership
between all parties concerned...=

(Continued from page 3)
aged and assisted to the fullest and
timeliest possible to achieve this
highly commendable goals.

In the area of mine clearance, | un-
derstand that the ball isin the court
of Cambodia's donors. We are wait-
ing for your decison on the
strengthening of our partnership in
the future. | would like to urge al
my colleagues in the government
present here and our external part-
ners to continue our traditionaly
close partnership and deliberate in a
frank and candid manner on the is-
sues and challenges related to to-
day's agenda. As | have reiterated
on many occasions, the RGC wel-
comes any well-thought recommen-
dations from all its partners and
considers them as a concern by the
development partners for the diffi-
culty, dexterity and the performance
of the counterpart.

| am deeply touched by the presence
of many representatives of donor
countries and ingtitutions, NGOs at
today's meeting. This testifies to the
considerable attention given by all
development partners to govern-
ment's efforts in speeding up the re-
habilitation and development of the
country with a view to reducing
poverty and pulling the people of
Cambodia from the shackles of hun-
ger, poverty and sufferings. 1 am
confident in the cooperative spirit of
al participants and hope that the
meseting will use this whole day to
consult and fruitfully exchange
views in the high interest of mine
clearance activities in the Kingdom
of Cambodia...=
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